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What is God?

God? ... That’s the man who was always there.

Eh...

God is who created the world... and created the entire Israeli nation, and us.

God is... a human who is everywhere, not really a human, more like... a kind of
spirit, that knows how to do everything.

And you?

Emm... God, in my opinion, is a god, that the Jews, ah, believe in. And thats it.
I don’t know who God is, this is why I always ask my mother who God is.
God? God is the greatest Creator. He is the one who created us... um... as he
wrote in the book what will happen now and what is going to happen... eh...

later and he wrote what we did before and it is exactly what he wrote.

God... God we do not see, God he is in heaven, he is in heaven and beyond
earth. No one can see God, we can only feel him in our heart.

I believe in God, but I really don’t know if... he... lives or exists.
I learned, I have a religion class, and I learn a lot in God and also pray.
I'm not sure that God exists, because I never saw him.

God is who created us.

Ah... I don’t think that God exists... because earlier I said I want to be a
scientist, so... there are... in my opinion, scientific explanations which in my
opinion are better for explaining how the world was created, let’s say, than that
God created it.

I b.. yes I believe that God exists, because I believe in Israeli Judaism.

I don’t know, but, like, my opinion is all kinds of explanations that I believe in, I
believe in them more than I believe in God.

It depends who you ask. You can now ask someone in English, and he’ll tell you
that he doesn’t exist because he’ll have a different Judaism.

God is... yes he is God... eh... he exists but we don’t see him and we do not
know how he looks like but we can speak to him... through prayer. And we
pray to him and he answers, but you must believe in him... and that he is the
only one... and that he created the universe in six days, which means when you
do something... and you believe in him and worship him God will give you
everything you want.

Hm, no! Because no one can see him. If someone were able to see him, then he
would be able to exist.

He really exists! Because, I know that he exists because of my name. Mina means
the gift of God.






Do you know who politicians are?
I don’t know who are the po... li... ticians.

In my opinion, politicians are... those who are responsible for preserving the
unity between all of the departments.

Politicians are... kind of nice. Because they’re important.
Politicians can be anyone.

Politicians are intellectuals and they are involved in politics. I mean... these
politicians are intellectuals that enter the field of politics... and this politics is for
successful people, for people that know, people that understand, meaning, they
have good behavior and have the best image... I mean they are high achievers
and at the same time they get everything they ask for.




What do you think about Palestinians?

Ah, in my opinion... Palestinians are... quite exactly the same as Israelis, like,
they are... human beings. .. like anybody else.

Palestinians are a nation that is... on one hand, unfortunate, that there are...

lots of wars and things. Maybe 'm mistaken, it seems to me to be Syria, but we’re
not on the question of Syria... and... ah... they’re nice from the aspect of if they
would be here in Israel then theyd behave a bit nicer than how they are in their
own country.

I think they’re not good.
What about you?
I don’t know Palestinians.

I describe the Palestinian as every other human being. Like the Israelis, like the
Americans, like the Europeans, all of them are the same.

Sometimes Palestinians are enemies... because they sometimes... do not do as
you want... I mean you are Palestinian and they are Palestinians... so what is the
difference? But they have to do what the other Palestinians says. Let us consult
each other, talk, acquire best thinking and then establish the best thought.

Palestinians are people living in Palestine. But we don't have Palestine any
more, here!



What do you think of Israelis?

I think about Israelis... I like Israelis the best. They are polite... they help, and
are very nice.

They are not nice people, not beautiful, I hate them.

Hmm... I think... Israelis... this is actually interesting, I don’t know how to
explain what I think about Israelis. But I think that they are a unique people,
because... first of all, the language, no one else speaks Hebrew except Israelis.

Israelis are a nice nation... it has people who are cute and people who aren’t.
There are people from this half of the world and people from the o... other half
of the world, and... it’s very interesting in this country, in Israel. There are lots
of things, like, for example, wars. All... all of the Arabs around us want to rule
here. And... it’s a bit difficult for us to fight them, because it could be a really
big war with everyone fighting us and it could be a very small war that we easily
win. Let’s say, against... Egypt, that... they’re not that strong and smart.

And you?

They’re good. Because no one fights against each other... they also love their
children.

But if only they do not make... wars and so... or when they take off the wall...
Palestinians and Israelis become like brothers, as if they are in one country.

It means they will not separate... I mean they will be beside each other, they
will cooperate... they will become friends... they will... they will make mutual
projects... and then happily they will end this story.

Israelis... in Israel... there are two girls, which are my friends, they speak
Hebrew. I know how to speak Hebrew so I speak to them and play with them.

Gilad, 7 year old girl, Hebrew ¥ Yuval, 9 year old boy, Hebrew
Habib, 8 year old boy, Arabic = Yehonatan, 6.5 year old boy, Hebrew
Imri, 8.5 year old boy, Hebrew = Malek, 10 year old boy, Arabic

11 Mina, 7 year old girl, Arabic
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Dejan Kaludjerovi¢
Conversations: Jerusalem

As part of the Art Cube Artists’ Studios International Residency Program, Dejan
Kaludjerovi¢ (Belgrade/Vienna) has created the project Shelters, from the series
Coversations: Hula Hoops, Elastics, Marbles and Sand (2016) - an installation and
Audio piece based on interviews he conducted with children from Israel in Hebrew
and Arabic.

Privious projects in the series were created in Russia, Serbia, Iran, Azerbaijan, and
Austria. The interviews with children from respective local communities act as
a litmus test for the way in which each society creates their cultural distinctions and
value system, and identify the “other”

Based on individual interviews with children from different socioeconomic and ethnic
backgrounds, the artist has created an imagined conversation in which the children
discuss among themselves issues such as social inclusion or exclusion, attitude to
foreigners, language, war, money, friendship, or poverty.

The sculptures that make up the installation look like small models of local bomb
shelters. They can be played with, moved around and used to sit upon. In each chapter
of the series Conversations, Kaludjerovi¢ creates an installation that references a
children’s game, as a kind of personal interpretation of that particular society. In Israel,
he was interested in the way in which the outer features of a shleter function as a place
for playing, while its inside provides a safe space during times of war. The gap between
the simingly naive everyday routine, to the conflictual reality that can apear at any
time, adds a layer of meaning to the children’s conversation.

Dejan Kaludjerovi¢ was selected to participate in the LowRes Jerusalem artist residency
for 2016. LowRes Jerusalem invites artists who explore social, political and economic
conflicts to reflect upon their environment in a critical manner during their temporary
residence in Jerusalem.

Maayan Sheleff
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